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Announcement
from the BBT Board 

The board of directors of
Berkeley Ballet Theater is
delighted to announce the
selection of Miss Ilona McHugh
as incoming Artistic Director of
BBT. She is stepping up from her
current teaching position at BBT
to increased responsibilities.
Before officially beginning her
position in June, she will be
spending some time working on
transition (and the Spring Show)
with Miss Sarah Marcus.

Ms Ilona began her
professional career at the
prestigious American Ballet
Theater, where she danced for ten years
under Kevin McKenzie. She served as Ballet
Mistress for the Project Ballet Theater in
2002 and coached a number of students for
prominent ballet programs and competitions.
After moving back home to the west, she
has taught in college, adult and youth
programs. She is presently on the faculty of
Marin Ballet Theater and the Jewish
Community Center of San Rafael, as well as
BBT.

Please join the board in welcoming Miss
Ilona to her new position.

Dr. Celeste Marx,
President

Message
from BBT’s
Incoming
Artistic
Director

It is an honor
to be chosen as
BBT’s new
Artistic Director.
I know I have
large shoes to
fill. Miss Sarah
has been a
wonderful
influence and
has brought
dynamic energy
and clear

direction to BBT. I feel fortunate that she
has arranged to show me the ropes. With
that and the support of the BBT staff this
transition should be as smooth as possible.
I look forward to getting to know all of you
and I want to thank you
for all the hard work,
support, and
volunteer hours that
have helped make
BBT such a vibrant
community. I look
forward to working
together to continue
BBT’s traditions.

Ilona McHugh



Profile:  ILONA McHUGH,
incoming Artistic
Director

Miss Ilona’s professional experience is
at the very highest level: while performing
with American Ballet Theater, her home
stage was New York City’s Metropolitan
Opera House, and she toured to
international cultural centers like Hong
Kong, Shanghai, Paris, and Taipei. She
has danced in pieces by the world’s most
renowned choreographers, including George
Balanchine, Kenneth MacMillan, and Marius
Petipa as well as modern masters Martha
Graham, Mark Morris and Paul Taylor, and
has performed in PBS productions of
“Dance in America” and “Great
Performances.”

Interviewed for BBT’s newsletter, Miss
Ilona shared more personal information:

* She describes herself as determined,
supportive, reflective, whimsical, and gentle.

* She can’t help buying flowers, and says
“I like them all!”

* She does not watch television.

* Her worst habit is daydreaming.

* She is afraid of heights and spiders.

* Her pet peeve is lack of organization.

* As a ballet student, Miss Ilona attended
summer programs at Pacific Northwest
Ballet, Houston Ballet, and Pittsburgh Ballet,
all with tuition scholarships.

* In high school, she was studious and
quiet.

* If she were forced to live in another
country, she would choose Spain. She loves
the nice weather, rich cultural history and
interesting architecture, its interior
courtyards, fountains, and gardens.

* As a high school senior, Miss Ilona won
the grand (Level 1) prize at the National
Foundation for Advancement in the Arts.
(This is the scholarship competition in which
current BBT student Cecily Khuner and alum

Ramona Kelley each won trips to Miami
for a week and smaller awards.) 

* Her favorite part of ballet class is
grand allegro.

* Famous people she knows include
Mark Morris, Susan Jaffe, Julie Kent,
and other ABT stars. She once saw
Baryshnikov in the studio, but has
never met him.

* Her favorite teachers were her
ninth-grade English and science teachers.
They both offered clear structure and
expectations, with carefully thought-out
progress. Their classes were not hectic.
They designed creative and interactive
curricula, including appropriate challenges.

* Miss Ilona will begin her administrative
work on May 1, observing preparations for
the Spring Show and overlapping for six
weeks with Miss Sarah Marcus. Please
welcome her heartily!

Another Successful
FUN-Raiser

Many thanks to the countless
volunteers, auction item donors,
bidders, and sharers of talent who
together created an enjoyable community
event that raised over $4500 !

Student/Parent/Teacher
Conferences

Level 1 through Pre-Professional
students’ families: please find the sign-up
sheets on the stairs to Studio B and select a
time for your conference. These short
meetings offer the annual formal opportunity
for year-end review of your student’s
progress and an opportunity to ask any
questions you may have. Meetings will be
scheduled during the first two weeks in
June. Of course BBT’s teachers and artistic
staff are always happy to schedule meetings
at other times of the year as necessary.



BBT graduates prepare to rock the
world at large!

Please congratulate our seniors, who will me
moving on to exciting college challenges in the fall:
Eillie Anzilotti University of Pennsylvania
Natalie Golden Seattle University
Alexandra Izdebski University of California Riverside
Honors Program
Euphemia Kazmer still deciding at presstime
Cecily Khuner Indiana University School of Music 
Rose Kirshner Cornish School of the Arts
Naomie Nankin-Royer University of California at
Berkeley

Beginning-Intermediate: 

* Three one-week sessions (July 20-24, July 27-31, August 3 – August 7); or 

* Full three-week workshop (July 20 – August 7)

Level A (beginning) Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 5:00 p

Level B (beginning/intermediate)Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Intermediate-Advanced: 

* Two three-week sessions 

June 29 – July 17: full-day workshop 

July 20 – August 7: technique & pointe only 

* Full six-week workshop (June 29 – August 7) 

Level C (intermediate/advanced)Monday - Friday June 29 - July 17: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

July 20 - August 7: 9:30 am - 12:30 pm

Level D (advanced) Monday - Friday June 29 - July 17: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

July 20 - August 7: 9:30 am - 12:30 pm

Summer Intensives 
See the schedule below for summer details. If your family could host 

a Level C or D dancer during the first three weeks, please contact 
Susan Weber in the BBT Office (843-4687, x 113)



Summer Opportunity for
Level 6 Dancers – Free
Saturdays!

This summer Miss Sally Streets will be
dedicating her Saturday morning classes to
readying dancers for the Youth Company.
She will slow down a bit, reviewing
foundational techniques and concepts so
that students can make steady solid
progress in preparation for possible
promotion to Level 7 and auditioning for
BBT’s Youth Company. While adults and
more advanced student dancers are all
welcome to attend at regular single-class or
card prices, dancers currently in Level 6 or
Summer Level D may attend Saturdays all
summer for free. Thank you, Miss Sally!

Spring Show DVDs

DVDs cost $24. Instructions
for ordering may be found at
http://www.movingcamera.tv.

Dancers Appear in
Photography Exhibit

Fraser Bonnell, a member of BBT’s
board of directors as well as a talented
photographer, has an exhibit at the Photolab
Gallery at 2235 Fifth Street in Berkeley. All of
his photos on display
were taken at BBT,
and several
students appear in
the photographs.
Gallery hours are
Monday-Friday 9-6
and Saturday 10:30-
2:30; the show will be
open through June 20. An artists’ reception
with the photographers is scheduled May 9
from 6-8 PM. More information at
www.photolaboratory.com

Photo: Fraser Bonnell

Spring Showcase     Friday-Sunday - May 15, 16, 17

Adult Division show: 6:00 pm Sunday, May 17

Children's show: 7:00 pm Friday and Saturday, 2:00 pm Saturday and Sunday  

Pre-ballet show: 11:00 am Saturday, May 16 

Annual Gala, honoring graduating seniors  Saturday May 16 after the evening
performance

Memorial Day, no classes held   Monday May 25

Student/Parent/Teacher Conferences  June 1-12

Last day of classes    June 13

End-of-school break    June 15-28

Summer Intensive Workshops   June 29-August 8

Summer Break, no children’s classes    August 9- September 8

Important Dates
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